
 
 

 

 

               

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VDSS - Youth Services (Independent 
Living) Highlights - February 2025

NYTD 19-Year-Olds Cohort 5A 
 

19-Year-Old NYTD survey list is available in 

SafeMeasures. ALL NYTD surveys in OPEN 

cases MUST be entered in OASIS by January 

15, 2024. ALL CLOSED cases MUST be entered 

in Oasis by March 14, 2025. 

 

NYTD Forms can be located in English and 

Spanish on FUSION - Services for Older Youth 

SURVEYS CAN (AND SHOULD) BE ENTERED 

PRIOR TO THE YOUTHS 19th BIRTHDAY. 

 

   
 

 

FY 2026 Chafee & ETV Funding Package! 
 

Access now on FUSION – Services for Older Youth Page or the Child Welfare Funding Application and 

Reporting Page.  

Funding Applications are due no later than Tuesday, March 7, 2025. Please submit applications to 

va.ilp@dss.virginia.gov as early as possible to allow the Youth Services team adequate time to 

calculate funding requests and prepare funding letters. Thanks! 

Ongoing Youth Services Projects 
 

FYI Guidehouse Assessment – Concluded and 

presented current State assessment with 

recommendations to the Statewide FYI 

workgroup to assist Virginia in improving the 

delivery of the FYI Housing Vouchers to eligible 

Youth statewide.  

 

FYI Sub-workgroups – Ongoing.  

If you are interested in participating in a sub-

workgroup, contact 

Gwen.Castillo@dss.virginia.gov  

 
Spring Youth Services Trainings – Joint 

trainings with VDSS and Project LIFE. Dates - 

TBD 

Drive To Thrive! 
** BL 877 is accessible in LASER. ** 

** Guidebook posted on FUSION DTT Guidebook 12-11-24-Print.pdf** 

** Submit Drive To Thrive Referral Form Services for Older Youth to va.ilp@virginia.gov ** 

**Transition Plans and Life Skill Assessments must be current prior to submitting D2T 

requests. Requests will be delayed without up to date plans and assessments!** 

 

If you have any questions regarding the Drive To Thrive program, contact Transportation Specialist – 

Avis Thomas – avis.thomas9@dss.virginia.gov  
 

https://app.safemeasures.org/vadss/Account/?ReturnUrl=%2Fvadss%2FHome
https://fusion.dss.virginia.gov/dfs/DFS-Home/Foster-Care/Services-for-Older-Youth#NYTD
https://fusion.dss.virginia.gov/dfs/DFS-Home/Foster-Care/Services-for-Older-Youth
mailto:va.ilp@dss.virginia.gov
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/programs/hcv/fyi
mailto:Gwen.Castillo@dss.virginia.gov
https://fusion.dss.virginia.gov/Portals/%5Bdfs%5D/Files/Foster%20Care/Services%20For%20Older%20Youth/Resources/DTT%20Guidebook%2012-11-24-Print.pdf
https://fusion.dss.virginia.gov/dfs/DFS-Home/Foster-Care/Services-for-Older-Youth
mailto:va.ilp@virginia.gov
mailto:avis.thomas9@dss.virginia.gov


 

 

Project LIFE 
View and SHARE the Project LIFE Newsletter 

PLIFE latest Newsletter for Youth Activities in 

your Region! 

 

See PLIFE newsletter for IL workshop 

registration information in all 5 Regions! 

 
 

Pathways to Trooper 

Academy 
 

Virginia State Police are building connections 

with youth with foster care experience that 

may be interested in the law enforcement field 

to increase State Trooper recruitment. 

 

Interested Youth/Young Adults can contact a 

recruitment officer for more information. IL 

Coordinators/FC Workers, IL Community  

Partners can also connect with a recruitment 

officer for additional information. 

ILCs and LDSS can connect with Project LIFE 

staff to coordinate a presentation in your 

regions. 

 
 

 

 
 

Project LIFE Spring 25 Youth 

Conference 
Save the Date: April 25 – 27, 2025 Lynchburg, 

VA “Livin’ It Up: Catch the Vibe to Thrive in 

2025!” Explore growing up, finding your way, 

and tackling adulthood. Based on youth 

requests, the focus will be on things like 

prioritizing your mental health, higher 

education, and investing your money! 

Registration is now open! Registration 

closes March 21st, 2025. Conference 

Overview – Project LIFE 

 

https://umfs.formstack.com/forms/piedmont_responsible_parents_registration_form
https://www.vaprojectlife.org/february-2025-news/
https://www.vaprojectlife.org/conference-overview/
https://www.vaprojectlife.org/conference-overview/
https://www.vaprojectlife.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/PLIFE-2025-Spring-Statewide-Youth-Conference-1.mp4


 

WIOA Northern  
The WIOA Youth Program assists eligible young 

adults ages 17-24 to gain the skills needed to 

succeed in tomorrow’s workforce.  

WIOA Youth Program - Virginia Career Works 

Northern Region 

Opportunities Booklet! 
Choosing a College Starts with Knowing Your 

Options 

The Opportunities guide helps high school students 

choose the right college, understand admission 

requirements, identify types of financial aid and 

more. 

 

Opportunities Guide and Workbook | ECMC 

SPEAKOUT – The Power of 

Permanent Connections for Youth 

in Foster Care – Video 
 

YouTube Link - https://youtu.be/09B30nLKXps  

 

Trainings/Resources 

Job Corps                 
For Youth Exiting Foster Care: If your student 

has been in the foster care system in the last 

six months, they are automatically eligible for 

the program. Enrollment Flyer     

       

Virginia DMAS   
Insights on Implementing a Language and 

Disability Access Plan.  

https://youtu.be/3R8o3XnmzLI  

Additional information - Forum on Language and 

Disability Access 

 

 

Pennsylvania SWAN – Foster 

Care Webinar Series 
Reducing the Abuse to Prison Pipeline for 

Foster Youth 

March 10, 2025 – 11am 

 

Explore the impact of the school-to-prison 

pipeline, starting with evidence of its harmful 

effects on vulnerable youth. Registration Link 

 

       

VDSS - Housing Support Program!  

Reminder! Discuss the Housing Support option with all eligible youth.   

Youth who turn 18 in foster care on or after July 1, 2022, and are not participating in Fostering Futures.  

- Never entered Fostering Futures 

- Terminated Fostering Futures  

Send Housing Support Communication Form(updated 1/25), FUSION Foster Care Forms ,to 

va.ilp@dss.virginia.gov. Funding assistance will be transferred to Budget Line 869 via LASER after 

each individual housing support request has been reviewed and approved.    

Please send any questions and or requests for funding to the Housing Support Specialist Solange 

Francis – va.ilp@dss.virginia.gov.  
 

https://vcwnorthern.com/wioayouth/
https://vcwnorthern.com/wioayouth/
https://www.ecmc.org/studentseducators/student-resources/opportunities-guide-and-workbook
https://youtu.be/09B30nLKXps
file:///C:/Users/kvj73692/Documents/Broadcast/Highlights/2025/JBCPS-ExpeditedEnrollment-Flyer-L2ab.pdf
https://youtu.be/3R8o3XnmzLI
https://dmas.virginia.gov/about-us/boards-and-public-meetings/forum-on-language-and-disability-access/
https://dmas.virginia.gov/about-us/boards-and-public-meetings/forum-on-language-and-disability-access/
http://url9028.communities.americanbar.org/ls/click?upn=u001.dDyIZAjzT2oe-2FdGHkbGkEGwWhj32qS5AF4nHME3Ggo-2FH6x479X1iUOv-2B8G-2BS0K9XiIlBVn8lISXZyEhRUWRsQDo0nu0fsWVc6MZpPNTDGbn-2BnO1hwaoO3ppYrHXYr1rvgfM-2FPhRzHvIrYhx90rHBRg-3D-3DV9Yt_VL3Qt6TTLFvzrOhANJ8GlaX9pFNBvAqE50PaEjisgW0JH2n9p0dhOfKD15ci0cYumM9rJmSQxXinVeB8D9sVz5VfwYTvuC47vNfiGphrj2Tq0ylekp1QSCQm2WYgfRuZbSTBmSJmAJSiDlRk8wyi2TtGYYdjE5HjZNpwn67YOhKFpz1mIm7kAg9ooR62FN-2BXzYScXOf8FmUqcJB-2BBpwTH01bfDr-2Bgi0B-2B0YMrvH0hb-2BhlLeKXcZZtfa31k6PzWMFgkc-2BkdWv6XwtJDVCQfeq3RpIW5xCcPESuKtIUqptsJRCc19iWlVfPGtseNSi0i69nSDWrOAp7ej7tOFL5igDYIL-2FsBfNl8QwfAwHAlVXXm2clPlJpTvexDgN-2BI3yT9-2F9gaq8fvsyOpOqweBpYAV0SOmqFtWbyYujzPWcFKssLgWp1XO4YPoACFuhHX-2FsE7UXk7BlRa3oqovErZEnNt8E8aqhONDbNQ8SBbuLiytbfsieTnhOe-2FVqmwppHb0DZlNplCtp8Pc9NA3eqG-2Bb-2F2tQPwp-2BJTrAR38sH5OAa0-2FT-2BTXVqbUcLnfxv7JGdfzb5Gjo8zt3Ggc0hjonNMjdnksmL7-2FoO3av713yNTgBWXpfLvR5N2BjvYA5-2FbJUp-2FFfClRSaATTOqexH2bi-2BIjnQdWpvHUNsPM8vhZUsG2GqMNs06dkAH6ANOzQAr-2FcN3O6DjmLeRan6TnixrxJcp4xMTZjJm5dp2kuUYKzICmHQnCthYy9XssVtbJ0fL0jBIMQPs7A%20
https://fusion.dss.virginia.gov/dfs/DFS-Home/Foster-Care/Foster-Care-Forms
mailto:va.ilp@dss.virginia.gov
mailto:va.ilp@dss.virginia.gov


 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Youth Voices Youth Opportunity  

SIJS Backlog Coalition 
 

The End SIJS Backlog Coalition, in partnership with ILRC, announces a Know Your Rights training for 

SIJS youth impacted by the backlog on Thursday, March 6th from 7-8:30 pm ET | 6-7:30 pm CT | 4-

5:30 pm PT. Youth who attend will learn about their rights as SIJS youth and how to stay safe. This 

workshop is for impacted SIJS youth only and not for attorneys or other advocates.  

Youth can register for this event through this link! Registration will close by EOD on Monday, February 

27th, so we have enough time to finalize interpretation needs. The session will last an hour and a half 

and include a Q and A section. 

End SIJS Backlog 

 

 

 
 

• know-your-rights-web.pdf 

• Red Cards / Tarjetas Rojas | 

Immigrant Legal Resource 

Center | ILRC 

• 06.19.17 Red Card 1 Pager 

Formatted 
 

https://forms.gle/US3sHQCnznHD9Z9Z7
https://www.sijsbacklog.com/
https://www.nea.org/sites/default/files/2025-01/know-your-rights-web.pdf
https://www.ilrc.org/red-cards-tarjetas-rojas
https://www.ilrc.org/red-cards-tarjetas-rojas
https://www.ilrc.org/red-cards-tarjetas-rojas
https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/resources/for_organizations_-_using_your_red_cards.pdf
https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/resources/for_organizations_-_using_your_red_cards.pdf

