
 

               

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VDSS - Youth Services 
(Independent Living) 

Highlights - MAY 2025

NYTD Reporting Period B 
19-Year-Old NYTD survey PERIOD B - available in SafeMeasures.   

Deadlines: Open youth in OASIS enter by July 1, 2025. Closed Cases – enter by September 15, 2025. 

Please use the next 5 months to diligently search and locate each youth. 

SURVEYS CAN (AND SHOULD) BE ENTERED PRIOR TO THE YOUTH’S 19th BIRTHDAY. 

VDSS - Housing Support Program! BL 869 

**Updated Form** 

Youth who turned 18 in foster care are not yet 21 and are not 

participating in Fostering Futures: 

- Never entered Fostering Futures 

- Terminated Fostering Futures  

To access funding send Housing Support Communication Form (updated 

5/25), FUSION Foster Care Forms ,to va.ilp@dss.virginia.gov.  
 

LSA & TPs         Broadcast.   
Compliance rates for Federally required Life Skills 

Assessments and Transitions Plans are low.   

Best Practice Tips: 

Obtain copies of Life Skill Assessments (LSA) 

from providers along with first monthly report.  

Update transition plan more than once a year.  

Coordinate Transition Plan (TP) meeting in 

conjunction with other scheduled meetings such 

as Family Partnership Meetings, FAPT, ect. 

 

       

SHOUT OUTS! 
Special Thanks:  

DePaul, Fostering Acadia Gates To Success, Impact 

Living Services & Virginia Home for Boys & Girls.  

Thanks for your availability to respond to my last-

minute requests.  You guy rock! 

 

Prince William County – Tiffany Conley For being 

the very first completed NYTD survey entered in 

Oasis.  Way to get it done! 
 

 NYTD FACTS 
All youth surveyed at 

17 will participate in 

the follow up surveys 

at 19 and 21, even 

youth who were 

adopted.  Document 

NYTD survey in the 

Oasis Case identified in 

SafeMeasures.  

Free Tuition / No Loans 
If you have a youth attending a Virginia 

public 4-year college or university, please 

ensure they are accessing the tuition, fees, 

and room & board coverage available under 

VA Code § 23.1-601. 

 

Contact financial aid offices to confirm the 

youth has not accepted student loans to 

cover tuition or fees for the 2025–2026 

academic year. 

 

If any loans were accepted, have the youth 

return the funds immediately. Then, notify 

Brooke Newman, ETV Program Specialist, at 

brooke.newman@dss.virginia.gov with 

the youth’s name and school. 

 

Let’s work together to make sure our youth 

maximize their financial resources and 

avoid unnecessary debt! 

 
 

https://app.safemeasures.org/vadss/Account/?ReturnUrl=%2Fvadss%2FHome
https://fusion.dss.virginia.gov/Portals/%5bdfs%5d/Files/Foster%20Care/Services%20For%20Older%20Youth/Resources/HSP%20Communication%20Form.docx?ver=2025-04-28-200043-123
mailto:va.ilp@dss.virginia.gov
https://fusion.dss.virginia.gov/broadcasts/article/12421/il-skills-assessment-and-transition-plan-requirements
https://app.safemeasures.org/vadss/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=/vadss/Account/&IsExpired=true
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title23.1/chapter6/section23.1-601/
https://fusion.dss.virginia.gov/Portals/%5Bdfs%5D/Files/Foster%20Care/Services%20For%20Older%20Youth/ETV/HB700%20Points%20of%20Contact%20for%20Foster%20Care%20Students.pdf


Pathways to Trooper Academy 
The Virginia State Police are connecting with 

youth with foster care experience who may be 

interested in the law enforcement careers to 

support State Trooper recruitment efforts.  

Scan QR Code for more information: 

 

 

  

Youth Resources 

Foster Love Scholarship 

Opportunities  
 The Trade Scholarship designed to help America’s 

youth in foster care succeed and thrive. 

BrandSources Scholars    

American Industries Scholarship  

Application Deadline dates:  

Final – May 30th 

Educational Stability 

Overview Trainings 

VDOE/VDSS brief Foster Care  

Educational Stability Training Video.  

(Passcode: 4A3+x^av) 

 

VDOE/VDSS are focusing on releasing 

an updated joint guidance prior the start 

if the school year. Once guidance is 

released, we will proceed with more in 

depth virtual and in-person trainings. 
  

 Foster Care & Education Focus Video 

Series - Academic Success in Focus (Video 

1) 

ABA overview on educational stability, 

BIDs, immediate enrollment, and 

transportation for students in foster care. 

 

On May 7 from 1-2:15pm, the 

National Working Group on Foster Care 

and Education - webinar elevating 

importance of PK-12 education for 

students in foster care. Designed to help 

support school stability and success for 

students in foster care. Centered on lived 

experience, current law and policy, and 

best practices.  Webinar Registration - 

Zoom 
 

 

Ongoing Youth Services Projects 
FYI Housing Sub-workgroups – Ongoing.  

If you are interested in participating in a sub-

workgroup, contact 

Gwen.Castillo@dss.virginia.gov  

 

FYI Housing Full Workgroup – Next meeting 

May 9th, 10am – 11:30am (tentative) 
 

Chafee & ETV Award Letters – Letters are 

projected to be sent mid-May 

FY 2025 Ending 

Reminder, Fiscal Year 2025 Chafee, ETV, Drive To Thrive and Housing Support Program funds need 

to be used prior to May 31st. Please speak with your finance department to coordinate the last day 

your LDSS is able to submit funding requests/case actions for BL 862 and BL 861.  

 

Any Drive To Thrive Funds (BL 877) and Housing Support Funds not used by May 31st will require a 

request form to be resubmitted.  

https://academics.fosterlove.com/brandsource-scholars/
https://academics.fosterlove.com/american-industries/scholarship/
https://cwm.zoom.us/rec/share/QFtD2N-FmRyCjGkHO0Jk-XfxZI58L8dPOvYvUMdaKq3QQgsW8N3CfcccD7FJcU7q.HCBn7-G6UnFDo5_d?startTime=1744036727000
https://americanbar.zoom.us/rec/share/BTmKBI-acLXF9D9DLQVlpExIA6BEt2mqGHNSw_DMeXBBgScDo18xYIqOxMDNKK7n.ny84LFnfu7XgKM7g?startTime=1739980377000
https://americanbar.zoom.us/rec/share/BTmKBI-acLXF9D9DLQVlpExIA6BEt2mqGHNSw_DMeXBBgScDo18xYIqOxMDNKK7n.ny84LFnfu7XgKM7g?startTime=1739980377000
https://americanbar.zoom.us/rec/share/BTmKBI-acLXF9D9DLQVlpExIA6BEt2mqGHNSw_DMeXBBgScDo18xYIqOxMDNKK7n.ny84LFnfu7XgKM7g?startTime=1739980377000
https://americanbar.zoom.us/rec/share/BTmKBI-acLXF9D9DLQVlpExIA6BEt2mqGHNSw_DMeXBBgScDo18xYIqOxMDNKK7n.ny84LFnfu7XgKM7g?startTime=1739980377000
https://americanbar.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_4s82rdDATPSlmhDlsL6vZg#/registration
https://americanbar.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_4s82rdDATPSlmhDlsL6vZg#/registration
https://americanbar.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_4s82rdDATPSlmhDlsL6vZg#/registration
https://americanbar.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_4s82rdDATPSlmhDlsL6vZg#/registration
mailto:Gwen.Castillo@dss.virginia.gov


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project LIFE 
View and SHARE the Project LIFE Newsletter 

**PLIFE latest Newsletter **for Youth 

Activities in your Region! 

 

See PLIFE newsletter for IL workshop 

registration information in your Region! 

Eastern – Mommy Chat – May 20th    

Central – Job Corps – May 21st    

Piedmont – Car Maintenance - May 14th  

 
 

Project LIFE Spring 25  

Youth Conference  
Another successful conference in the books!  

Lynchburg, VA “Livin’ It Up: Catch the Vibe to 

Thrive in 2025!”  

 

Special Thanks to PLIFE Staff and Volunteers 

for your continued commitment and support.  

Great IL program representation! 

 

Youth toured a college campus with an 

amazing dining hall.  Provided valuable insight 

to be included in the Child and Family Services 

Review for Youth Engagement within the child 

welfare system. Build community and 

accessed resources.  

 
 

https://mailchi.mp/80726993182c/may2025?e=a8ef11c5e3
mailto:tmurphy@umfs.org
mailto:cemory-clegg@umfs.org
mailto:mlee@umfs.org


Housing Summit 
The 7th Annual Housing Summit: The 

Economics of Housing- Escaping the 

Housing Trap, hosted by the Housing 

Coalition of the Northern Shenandoah 

Valley on May 23 at Laurel Ridge 

Community College in Middletown, VA. 

Join economists, housing experts, and 

local officials for discussions on the 

housing market’s challenges, its impact 

on the economy, and community-driven 

solutions. The event wraps up with an 

engaging work session to share ideas. 

For more information and 

registration HERE. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Last Minute Spending -

Chafee Funds 
FosterClub - FYI Binder  

FosterClub – Transition Plan Tool Kit 

Luggage / Storage Bins / Large Travel Bags 

Graduation items 

 

 

 
 

LEx Voice 
 

In the words of a person with lived 

experience (Lex) “How can we give kids a 

greater chance at happiness and surviving 

foster care?” Find out here!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://6sutycuab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JAUiaAmBeauqDAThMFl7jmBN3enDck-G7EK1a5z0QR8IvS2m0gmyuJIjD8bgCTaFIHfEOhKruSFLt-4tXyHsLKMlXIbxelBtwvyJJ9tVKpc33bVZ0BaVwTD90OF6PaLcUIT40Q8n1v4tKeHwAgtjTdZ8b005uzL3&c=LGxiIyrvEvsuGhvFcKKvAEGpm1qyIUY4O4zY0d2LBnPyx2QrHsHc-Q==&ch=33HTT51FyLyaAJ4uxSzZZ4k7D_gJT0MQe81cKZb5LLrV25beCT1a0Q==
https://6sutycuab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JAUiaAmBeauqDAThMFl7jmBN3enDck-G7EK1a5z0QR8IvS2m0gmyuJIjD8bgCTaFIHfEOhKruSFLt-4tXyHsLKMlXIbxelBtwvyJJ9tVKpc33bVZ0BaVwTD90OF6PaLcUIT40Q8n1v4tKeHwAgtjTdZ8b005uzL3&c=LGxiIyrvEvsuGhvFcKKvAEGpm1qyIUY4O4zY0d2LBnPyx2QrHsHc-Q==&ch=33HTT51FyLyaAJ4uxSzZZ4k7D_gJT0MQe81cKZb5LLrV25beCT1a0Q==
https://6sutycuab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JAUiaAmBeauqDAThMFl7jmBN3enDck-G7EK1a5z0QR8IvS2m0gmyuJIjD8bgCTaFIHfEOhKruSFLt-4tXyHsLKMlXIbxelBtwvyJJ9tVKpc33bVZ0BaVwTD90OF6PaLcUIT40Q8n1v4tKeHwAgtjTdZ8b005uzL3&c=LGxiIyrvEvsuGhvFcKKvAEGpm1qyIUY4O4zY0d2LBnPyx2QrHsHc-Q==&ch=33HTT51FyLyaAJ4uxSzZZ4k7D_gJT0MQe81cKZb5LLrV25beCT1a0Q==
https://6sutycuab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JAUiaAmBeauqDAThMFl7jmBN3enDck-G7EK1a5z0QR8IvS2m0gmyuJIjD8bgCTaFeopX2594Jw2gZLmB40DGB1kUGG32D1Hy4Z1cYJty1W3z4l7gvzEl_iPW68Je1TOnB25edf8-R9m7LQAdf2fn9KV4OZmYpRf6t4eNjMkSI-R272JTYdR3HVf_vbbmwC_ulPO-xnssfXZGkVkSQIZU01M_JRyjOejcrpap4YEBgVrWpmXRMwJb5k30xyyaLIHj&c=LGxiIyrvEvsuGhvFcKKvAEGpm1qyIUY4O4zY0d2LBnPyx2QrHsHc-Q==&ch=33HTT51FyLyaAJ4uxSzZZ4k7D_gJT0MQe81cKZb5LLrV25beCT1a0Q==
https://store.fosterclub.com/fyi-binder-foster-care-guidance-and-organizational-tools/
https://store.fosterclub.com/transition-toolkit/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/resources/leslies-story/
mailto:olivia.snoke@emergingphoenix.us
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdfBA8hZn9h3BHjPCleg3B7aX_57uqfT4KY9TkIgFKDyTJdHQ/viewform
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__evite.me_CWWFYI25&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=oJbxKNIWduz-DIZiDy-COBCNfB6X1bSMBVbdInfefxg&m=3u7kOInckPgQb6d7ZeIuxn2aJSiI08kwcEarIEqGVgO65ltOBPFTf6meCP3Xrxht&s=VmtFDly9VbADGB3GLXu6rUpnedNUYBLzyUy3iN4aXxA&e=

