FYI and FUP Housing Choice Vouchers: A Comprehensive Guide
Income-based Housing Voucher to Support Youth Transitioning from Foster Care 

For a young adult, the transition out of foster care can be challenging. Once they leave foster care, Virginia Local Department of Social Services (LDSS) workers often face limitations in providing supportive services. Generally, individuals who leave foster care are not making a livable wage, they do not have good credit, a rental history, or someone to co-sign on a lease. These factors significantly impact their ability to secure safe and stable housing. The Foster Youth to Independence (FYI) and Family Unification Program for Youth (FUP-Y) Housing Choice Vouchers (HCV) are effective programs in decreasing the rates of homelessness among those transitioning out of foster care. In Virginia, the FYI Voucher has had limited success since its introduction in 2019. 
The FYI (Foster Youth to Independence) and FUP (Family Unification Program) Housing Choice Vouchers are income-based housing initiatives designed to support individuals who have transitioned out of foster care. These vouchers, similar to Section 8 Vouchers, require participants to pay 30-35% of their income towards rent and utilities. However, they are unique in that participants can often bypass the long waitlists and receive supportive services while utilizing the vouchers.
Benefits of the FYI and FUP Housing Choice Vouchers
· Provides stable housing options for youth transitioning out of foster care.
· Reduces the risk of homelessness for vulnerable youth populations.
· Offers supportive services to help youth succeed in independent living.
· Enables participants to avoid long waiting lists typically associated with housing assistance programs.
· Allows for mobility, enabling youth to relocate and retain their voucher benefits.
The FYI and FUP Housing Choice Vouchers are essential tools in aiding young individuals as they transition from foster care to independent living, providing both financial assistance and supportive services to ensure their success and stability.
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Definitions
· FYI Vouchers – Foster Youth to Independence Housing Choice Voucher
· FUP Vouchers – Family Unification Program Housing Choice Vouchers
· FSS – Family Self-Sufficiency Program
· Youth – Individuals 18-25 from Foster Care
· IL - Independent Living (youth 14-23)
· ILAP – Independent Living Apartment Program
· LDSS - Local Department of Social Services
· PCWA – Public Child Welfare Agency
· VDSS – Virginia Department of Social Services
· HUD – Department of Housing and Urban Development
· PHA – Public Housing Authority (both HUD Direct and Housing Agent)
· MOU – Memorandum of Understanding (partnership agreement)
· VCSSA – Voluntary Continuing Services and Support Agreement is an agreement between the youth and the LDSS after the court determined that remaining in foster care past the age of is in the youth's best interests. The youth agrees to one of the following, and the LDSS will assign a worker and provide financial support and Title IV-E services. 
1. Completing high school or GED Programs
2. Enrolled in college or vocational education
3. Employment program or activity
4. Employed at least 80 hours a month
5. Incapable of engaging in any of the above activities due to a medical condition.


Eligibility Criteria
To qualify for either the FYI or FUP Housing Choice Vouchers, the following criteria must be met:
· Youth must be between 18 and 24 years of age (must not have reached their 25th birthday).
· They must have left foster care or be planning to leave foster care within 180 days.
· They must be homeless or at risk of becoming homeless.
The Process to Obtain a Voucher
The process to obtain an FYI or FUP Housing Choice Voucher involves several steps:
1. The Department of Social Services sends a referral to the Housing Agency.
2. The Housing Agency assists the youth in completing an application, verifies that their income is not too high, and ensures they do not have serious criminal charges.
3. Once approved, the youth is issued a Voucher Award and provided with information on utilizing the FYI/FUP Voucher.
4. The youth must then find a suitable unit (such as a house, apartment, trailer, etc.) that is at or below the rent limit. The landlord must agree to rent to the youth, and the unit must pass a safety inspection before signing a lease.
5. The youth is responsible for paying the security deposit and 30% of their monthly income toward rent. They are also required to inform the Housing Agent of any changes in income or household size.
Duration and Mobility of the Voucher
The FYI/FUP Voucher can be utilized for three years (36 months). Youth who utilize some types of voluntary support services during their time on the voucher may be eligible for the voucher to be extended by an additional two years (24 months), for a possible total of five years of income-based housing after foster care. Eligible supportive services include: 
· Participate in a Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS) program, which is offered by some Public Housing Authorities (PHAs).
· In cases in which the youth has been unable to enroll or where a PHA does not offer an FSS program, youth would be eligible if they engaged in education, workforce development, or employment activities for at least 9 months of the last 12-month period.
· Youth who are caring for a child under the age of 6 or an incapacitated person
· Participating in a drug addiction or alcohol treatment and rehabilitation program
· Youth are incapable of complying with the above requirements due to a documented medical condition.
During this period, the youth has the flexibility to move and take the voucher with them by porting it to a new Public Housing Authority's (PHA) jurisdiction. Generally, the voucher holder must have lived in the jurisdiction of the PHA for at least one year before they can port the voucher. However, there are some exceptions to this rule. Each PHA has different policies and procedures for porting. Speak to the housing case manager to determine if the youth can move out of the area sooner if there is a strong reason to do so.

Brief Overview of Establishing the Program
In Virginia, a memorandum of understanding (MOU) is generally needed to access the FYI Vouchers and is required to be awarded FUP Vouchers. Because the FYI Vouchers are non-competitive, some areas in the country accept a well-crafted Letter of Intent for the FYI Voucher, which is sufficient for the PHA to pull down a voucher for a single youth. Subsequently, an MOU is established for a bulk request of vouchers from HUD. In Virginia, most PHAs prefer having the MOU in place before requesting any vouchers.
To establish an MOU, a conversation between the decision-makers at the child welfare agency and the public housing authority is necessary to open lines of communication. A sample MOU on the HUD - FYI Page provides an excellent outline to initiate the conversation. The Virginia Statewide FYI Workgroup has suggested adding a third party to the agreement to offer support services. While this is suggested, it should not delay or hold up the process. Once both the PHA and LDSS have agreed on the MOU (generally after attorneys' review and approval), the program directors sign the agreement.
The Child Welfare agency will provide the PHA with an estimate of the number of youths that could benefit from the vouchers. When calculating this estimate, it is best to gather information on the number of youths aged 20 in the Fostering Futures and Independent Living Apartment programs in the community. SafeMeasures or the VDSS Youth Services Team is a great resource to find the number of Fostering Futures individuals living in the community. It is important to note that 25 is the maximum for the first request on the FYI Vouchers, while the maximum for the FUP Vouchers is based on the size of the PHA. More vouchers can be requested once 90% of the vouchers are making active payments to landlords (aka “Leased Up”). Once the PHA has the estimate, they will submit a request to HUD to pull down the voucher funds. 
While waiting, the LDSS should be identifying a system of prioritization. This system of prioritization will be more critical in areas with a high number of youth who have or will transition out of Fostering Futures. For example, youth who qualify for Fostering Futures and/or hope to enter Fostering Futures should not be referred to this voucher program, as other housing supports are available. However, if the youth does not wish to continue their participation in Fostering Futures and is confident they will not reenter into a Voluntary Continuing Services and Support Agreement (VCSSA) with the LDSS, they would be an appropriate referral.
When the funds have been received, the PHA can start receiving referrals. It is strongly recommended that a Release of Information be included, allowing agencies to communicate about the youth and assist in the housing process. 
The implementation of the FYI and FUP Housing Choice Voucher programs requires coordinated efforts between the Public Child Welfare Agency (PCWA) and the Public Housing Authority (PHA). Their collaboration is essential to ensure that eligible youth successfully transition from foster care to independent living. Below, the required responsibilities for each party are expanded upon.
PHA Eligibility Requirements
A PHA requesting assistance under this notice must meet all of the eligibility requirements described below.
A. PHA currently administers the Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) Program.
B. PHA eligibility based on utilization of existing FUP and/or FYI awards.
C. Referral received.
A request for assistance may not be made until the PHA has received a referral of an eligible youth from the partnering PCWA.
LDSS Roles and Responsibilities
The partnering Public Child Welfare Agency (PCWA)  (known as the LDSS in Virginia), plays a crucial role in the implementation and success of the FYI and FUP Housing Choice Voucher programs. The PCWA must meet the following requirements to ensure that eligible youth receive the appropriate support and housing assistance:
A. Identify Eligible Youth
The PCWA must have a robust system for identifying eligible youth who will be transitioning out of foster care soon and have a chance of becoming homeless, or who have left care and are experiencing housing instability. This system should also facilitate the review of referrals from the Public Housing Authority (PHA) or third-party entities, such as VDSS, LDSS, schools, local Independent Living Apartment Programs within the PHA’s jurisdiction, faith-based organizations, and local Homeless support services and shelters. 
B. System of Prioritization
Given the limited availability of vouchers (50 per PHA), the PCWA must establish a system of prioritization for eligible youth. This system should be based on the level of need and the appropriateness of the intervention, ensuring that those who require the most assistance receive priority. For example, youth who are parenting would have a higher priority than single youth, or youth attending college full time might have a higher priority than a fully employed youth. Additionally, a youth currently homeless would have a higher priority than someone safely living with family. 
C. Written Certification
The PCWA is responsible for providing the PHA with written certification that a youth is eligible for the program. This certification must be thorough and clearly demonstrate the youth’s eligibility based on predefined criteria. A sample of this referral is provided at the end of this document. 
D. Supportive Services
The PCWA must either provide or secure a commitment for the provision of supportive services required to be offered to the youth. These services are essential in helping the participants succeed in independent living and can include educational support, job training, and mental health services, among others.
Required Supportive Services
Eligibility to administer FYI vouchers requires supportive services for participating youth to assist the youth in achieving self-sufficiency. The services listed in (A) through (E) below must be secured and made available for 36 months to eligible youth receiving rental assistance through this notice. HUD encourages full participation in self-sufficiency services as appropriate for the participating youth. However, the youth is not required to utilize the services offered. 
A. Basic life skills information/counseling on money management, use of credit, housekeeping, proper nutrition/meal preparation, and access to health care (e.g., doctors, medication, and mental and behavioral health services).
B. Counseling on compliance with rental lease requirements and with HCV program participant requirements, including assistance/referrals for assistance on security deposits, utility hookup fees, and utility deposits.
C. Providing such assurances to owners of rental property as are reasonable and necessary to assist eligible youth to rent a unit with a voucher.
D. Job preparation and attainment counseling (where to look/how to apply, dress, grooming, and relationships with supervisory personnel, etc.).
E. Educational and career advancement counseling regarding attainment of a general equivalency diploma (GED); attendance/financing of education at a technical school, trade school, or college; including successful work ethic and attitude models.
Eligibility to receive funding under the notice to administer FYI assistance requires that the PCWA provide or secure a commitment of supportive services for participating youth to assist the youth in achieving self-sufficiency. The PHA or another partnering entity may give some of the supportive services if it has the resources and expertise to do so.


[bookmark: _Hlk192494206]Suggestions for the Housing Program 
Create a list of housing options for youth to explore once a voucher has been issued. 
Maintain a list of Public Housing Authorities and LDSS that have the program in place for the youth who wish to find housing outside of the area. 
Provide youth with a detailed description of what to expect in the process, including the information they will need to disclose (income and criminal records), the financial cost (cover application fees, the security deposit, utility hookup, furniture), and the level of support available. 
Offer information on the Housing Program at each Transition Plan Meeting and work to prepare them for the transition to limited supportive services after foster care. 
Have a list of community resources to support the youth in self-sufficiency. Below are some suggested programs to include: 
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Career Works
Family Self-Sufficiency Program 
United Way 211
Project LIFE
iFoster & Foster Greatness
Chafee Funds
Education & Training Voucher Funds
Medicaid Care Coordinator
Virginia Housing Support Program 
Great Expectations
SNAP Education & Training Program 


Resources
FUP Voucher HUD Page -  https://www.hud.gov/sites/documents/fup_fact_sheet.pdf 
FYI Voucher HUD Page  - https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/programs/hcv/fyi 
	Questions to HUD (national office) about the FYI Vouchers FYI@hud.gov
Virginia Department of Social Services' Youth Services Unit      va.ilp@dss.virginia.gov 
Virginia HUD field office     (800) 842-2610     Director Carrie S Schmidt Carrie.S.Schmidt@hud.gov 
National Center for Housing & Child Welfare for questions email info@nchcw.org
Emerging Phoenix 	www.emergingphoenix.us    	Olivia.snoke@emergingphoenix.us 
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Foster Youth to Independence Referral & Certification of Eligibility


Eligible Youth: _________________________________________________________

Address:  ______________________________________________________________

Contact Info: P: ____________________	E: ________________________________

 I certify that the above is eligible to be referred to Housing Agent for potential rental assistance by meeting the following requirements:
1.      Has attained at least 18 years and not more than 24 years of age;
2.      Left foster care, or will leave foster care within 180 days, in accordance with a transition plan described in section 475(5)(H) of the Social Security Act; and
3.      Is homeless or is at risk of becoming homeless as these terms are defined at 24 CFR 578.3 and 24 CFR 576.2, at age 16 or older. 

Name and Title: _______________________________________________________                               
Contact Info: P:_______________________ E:_______________________________
Signature & Date:
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